
Indus River Valley



What We Will Learn Today:

How did geography effect the Indus 
River Valley civilization?



India’s Geographic Features

• The Indian subcontinent is 
a large, wedge-shaped 
peninsula that extends 
southward into the Indian 
Ocean.

• Subcontinent:  A large 
region that is part of a 
continent, but is separated 
from the rest of the content 
in some way.







Identification of 
Geographic Features in India
Indus River

Ganges River

Peninsula 
and/or 

Subcontinent



•



•

•



Himalayan Mountains

• This peninsula is surrounded 
on the north and northwest 
by huge mountains, the      
Himalayan Mountains. 

• This has often limited India's 
contact with other cultures.  
This is known as cultural 
isolation.

• You decide!  How would 
isolation impact the people 
on Ancient Indus?



•





Seasonal winds known as monsoons bring rain every summer. 
India is dependent upon monsoons to grow their crops.   Not 

enough rain brings drought.  When there is too much rain, 
rivers rise and cause deadly floods and destruction of crops.



Civilization in the 
Indus River Valley Begins

• About 2500 BC, about the 
time when the pyramids 
were rising in Egypt, the 
first Indian civilizations 
were forming in the Indus 
River Valley. 

• Little is known about these 
civilizations, but Harappa 
and Mohenjo-Daro were 
most likely twin capital 
cities.


